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Historic Preservation

We are keeping the spirit of our
ancestors alive through the ceremo-
nial game of Lacrosse, a gift that was
given to the Menominee. Lacrosse
was played for many different rea-
sons. One reason is, playing
Lacrosse unified people among the
Tribe. The game was also played
against other tribes. This was a way
of having fun with other Tribes and a
time to show each players skill and
physical conditioning. Lacrosse was
also played during the Menominee
Indian Fair as an exhibition game.
Lacrosse is a game of stamina and
was played often to keep men in top
physical shape. This would keep the
warriors ready in case of a war. At
times the game was played for the
sick, either physically or emotionally,
a safe journey, prosperity or in mem-
ory of a deceased loved one. Dewey
Thunder remembers, “The last big
Lacrosse game called that I remem-
ber was played where the
supermarket is now”, Manny Boyd
called the games played in that area.
“Both war and Lacrosse came from
the Thunderers and they directed that
the Lacrosse stick be shaped like a
war club. The game is suppose to
resemble a battle”(Densmore).

At the Menominee High School,
Mrs. Leslie Shawanokasic teaches the
Menominee Culture class. Every
spring she teaches her students the
Lacrosse unit. “We started making
Lacrosse sticks quite a few years ago.
It’s a part of our culture and one of the
first games of the Menominee People.
There is real cultural significance. It
is important the students understand
the meaning behind the game. The
students work real hard on the sticks
and when they start saying, it’s hard,
I tell them of Jerome Davis. Jerome
Davis was blind and made lacrosse
sticks. He was a well known
Lacrosse stick maker.” Just recently
at the Annual Sturgeon Feast, Mrs.

Shawanokasic was honored and given
a special commendation. “Leslie was
involved in reviving the traditional
Menominee lacrosse game and
encouraging a better understanding of
the cultural and spiritual meaning of
the game, in order that they may carry
on tribal customs that empower them
as a sovereign people,” said Governor
Jim Doyle.

Planning this year’s Lacrosse game
was with the help of the Historic
Preservation Department. Through
research conducted at the Department
a historical photograph was found.
The photo was taken around the early
1900’s of a Lacrosse game. The men
in the photo are identified as Tomow,
Mitchell Waukau and

Petawahacscum. It is recorded that
Mitchell Waukau called the Lacrosse
games. “Mitchell Waukau, holds a
Lacrosse game every year in honor of
his father, and after his death, the cus-
tom will be continued by his son.
This family has inherited the old
beliefs. In his youth was one of the
fastest runners on the
reservation”(Densmore). As a tribute
to the Waukau family, Wendell
Waukau, Principal of the Menominee
Indian High School accepted the
responsibility of calling this year’s
game. Every family has a role in the
make up of our Tribal history. Certain
families had inherited an obligation to
call a Lacrosse game. The Waukau
family is one such family.

Early before the game begins at
day break the game is called, tobacco
was offered, and prayers said. “Long
ago the Waukau family had put the
game on. It doesn’t mean it was their
game, it means it was their responsi-
bility. The Waukau family is here
today in honor of that. Early this
morning we did a tobacco offering.
Some of the members of the Waukau
family came and we did our offering
for the day so we would have a good
game. For the community, for the
students that are playing, that’s what
we prayed for. It was so nice to be out
here very early in the morning. This
is something that was handed down

See LACROSSE GAME pg. 17

Ceremonial Lacrosse Game played at MIHS

Photo by Becky Alegria / Historic Preservation
Above: Principal Wendell Waukau humbly bows,
while the young men from his school stand beside
him. Mr Waukau is the grandson of Mitchell Waukau.
Inset: Tomow, Mitchell Waukau, Petawahascum
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